Minutes from the Annual Council Meeting held at the Civic Hall, Uppermill, 18 May 2026
Present:	 Cllrs   H. Bishop (CH)		B. Beeley (VC)	
S. Al- Hamdani		K. Barton
M. Birchall			R. Blackmore		
A. Duncan			J. Garner	
			P. Gaul			A. Marland		
K. Phillips			M. Powell		
G Sheldon			L. Thompson		
P. Walsh			B. Witt			
A. Wrigley		

Prayers were led by the Chair’s Chaplain, Rev Ken McNally

1679.	Chair’s Welcome
The Chair welcomed Councillors, guests and members of the public to the meeting. 

1680.	Apologies for absence: Cllrs E. Adamson, K. Dawson, L. Dawson.

1681. Declarations of Interest: None were declared.

1682.	Minutes of the Ordinary Council meeting held on 27 April 2026
The minutes were agreed as a true record, proposed by Cllr Al-Hamdani, seconded Cllr Marland, and signed by the Chair. 

1683.  Election of the Chair 2026/2027
[bookmark: _Hlk198721263]It was proposed by Cllr Marland, seconded by Cllr Al-Hamdani, that Cllr B Beeley be elected Chair of the Parish Council for the municipal year 2026 - 2027. Both Councillors spoke in support of Cllr Beeley. A vote was taken; 12 in favour with 5 abstentions. It was resolved that Cllr Beeley be elected as Chair of the Parish Council for the coming year. 

Cllr Beeley was invested with the Insignia of Office by the retiring Chair, Cllr Bishop, following which the Declaration of Acceptance of Office was read out and signed by Cllr Beeley and witnessed by the Clerk. 

Cllr Beeley presided over the rest of the meeting and made her inaugural speech, please refer to appendix 2. 


1684.  Election of the Vice Chair 2026-2027
It was proposed by Cllr Bishop, seconded by Cllr Blackmore, that Cllr A Marland be elected Vice Chair of the Parish Council for the coming year. Both Councillors spoke in support of Cllr Marland.  A vote was taken; 12 in favour with 5 abstentions, carried. It was resolved Cllr Marland be elected as Vice Chair of the Parish Council for the ensuing year. 

Cllr Marland was presented with the Insignia of Office by the Chair.

Her Consort, Miss H Marland was invested with the Insignia of Office by the Chair. 

Cllr Marland thanked her fellow Councillors for electing her as Vice Chair. She thanked the staff at the Civic Hall for the excellent work they do in maintaining the Civic Hall and other Parish Council assets and in running the affairs of the Parish Council so efficiently. 
         

1685.  Vote of thanks to the retiring Chair.
Cllr Al-Hamdani proposed and Cllr Blackmore seconded a sincere vote of thanks to the retiring Chair for what she had done over the past year. 

Cllr Bishop spoke about her year as Chair. Please refer to appendix 3.


[bookmark: _Hlk134703374]1686.   Annual Governance Statement for year ended March 2026
Cllr Al-Hamdani (Chair of Finance Committee) explained that the AGAR will be approved once the internal audit is completed. The Accounts will be presented to the Ordinary Council at a meeting later in the year. 


1687.   Financial Regulations for the year 2026/2027
Cllr Al-Hamdani proposed that the Council adopt the Financial Regulations for the year 2026-2027. 
Seconded Cllr Sheldon. A vote was taken, carried.
 It was resolved to adopt the Statement of Internal Control.

  
1688.	To adopt the Standing Orders for the year 2026-27 
Cllr Al-Hamdani proposed that the Council adopt the standing orders for the year 2026-2027, seconded Cllr Sheldon. The proposed changes were that the Full Council would meet 10 times per year with two of these meetings held across the Parish. Cllr Phillips wished it noting that the current changes to the meetings schedule had been agreed at the last Annual meeting following the recommendations of the Task & Finish Group and she did not feel that sufficient discussion had taken place to change them.  Cllr Al-Hamdani stated it had been agreed to review these changes after 12 months, and this exercise had been carried out at the previous meeting. A vote was taken, 12 in favour with 5 abstentions.
It was resolved to adopt the Standing Orders for 2026-27. 

1689.	To adopt the Statement of Internal Control for the year 2026-2027
Cllr Al-Hamdani proposed that the Council adopt the Statement of Internal Control for the year 2026-2027. 
Seconded Cllr Sheldon. A vote was taken, 17 in favour. 

It was revolved to adopt the Statement of Internal Control for 2026-2027

1690. To adopt the Risk Management Assessment for the year 2026-2027
Cllr Al-Hamdani proposed that the Council adopt the Risk Management Assessment for the year 2026-2027. 
Seconded Cllr Sheldon., A vote was taken, 17 in favour. 

It was revolved to adopt the Risk Management Assessment for 2026-2027


1691. To establish the Constitution of the Standing Committees of the Council.

Cllr Beeley proposed the following, where no amendments had been made, would be voted for en bloc.

Any changes to Chair and Vice Chair listed here are covered under agenda item 1692. 

It was resolved that these Standing Committees be established as follows: 

Proposed Cllr Beeley, seconded Cllr Al-Hamdani, carried. 


Planning Committee (at least 12)
Chair: Cllr Bishop
Vice Chair: Cllr Beeley
Cllrs: Adamson, Blackmore, Birchall, Dawson K, Dawson L, Garner, Marland, Thompson, Witt. 1 vacancy to be filled.  


Communications Committee (at least 5)
Chair: Cllr Al-Hamdani
Vice Chair: Cllr Bishop
Councillors: Duncan, Marland, Powell.

Disciplinary Committee (at least 5)
Chair: Cllr Beeley
Vice Chair: Cllr Phillips
Councillors: Barton, Bishop, Duncan.

Appeals Committee (at least 5)
Chair: Cllr Marland
Vice Chair: Cllr Al-Hamdani
Councillors: Adamson, Dawson L, Walsh.

Strategic Planning Committee (at least 6) 
Chair: Cllr Beeley
Vice Chair: Cllr Al-Hamdani
Councillors: Blackmore, Barton, with 2 vacancies to be filled.

	
Civic Functions Committee (6)
Chair: Cllr Beeley
Vice Chair: Cllr Marland
Councillors: Bishop, Dawson L, Wrigley, Clerk.

Some changes to the following Committees had been proposed; Cllr Beeley advised these 	would be seconded and voted on separately. 

Environment Committee and Traffic & Transport (TTE) which merged last year following the 	Task & Finish Group recommendation, to separate into individual Committees with their own 	terms of reference.

	Cllr Phillips wished it noting that she felt there has not been sufficient discussion place for 	this change to be agreed.  Cllr Al-Hamdani stated it had been agreed to review these changes 	after 12 months, and this exercise had been carried out at the previous meeting. 

Cllr Phillips stepped down as Chair of this Committee The following changes to members of 	the two committees	were proposed:

Environment Committee (at least 5)
[bookmark: _Hlk135737256]Chair: Cllr Bishop
Vice Chair: Cllr Al-Hamdani
Councillors: Adamson, Garner, Witt.


Traffic Committee (at least 5)
Chair: Cllr B Beeley
Vice Chair: Cllr Powell
Councillors: Duncan, Gaul, Garner. Marland

Proposed Cllr Al-Hamdani, seconded Cllr Marland. A vote was taken, 12 in favour 	with 5 against, carried. 

It had been proposed that the Finance Committee and Assets Management Committee 	would 	not hold two joint meetings in the coming year; Cllr Beeley advised this, along with 	the Committee membership, would be seconded and voted on separately. 


Finance Committee (9)
Chair: Cllr Al-Hamdani
Vice Chair: Cllr Sheldon
Councillors: Barton, Bishop, Blackmore, Phillips, Thompson, Walsh, Wrigley

Assets Management Committee (at least 7)
Chair: Cllr Sheldon
Vice Chair: Cllr Wrigley
Councillors: Beeley, Bishop, Dawson L, Gaul, Phillips.

Proposed Cllr Al-Hamdani, seconded Cllr Sheldon; 12 in favour with 5 against, carried


Staffing Committee (at least 5)
Chair: Cllr Thompson
Vice Chair: Cllr Sheldon
Councillors: Barton, Bishop, Blackmore. 

	It had been proposed that the Chair of the Staffing Committee be replaced and there was 	some discussion round this. Cllr Phillips advised there should be stability in this position 	and that she felt there has not been sufficient discussion around this. She advised it had 	previously been agreed when the Standing Orders were last reviewed in 2021 that this 	position be moved from the Chair of the Council, which changes each year, to a member 	of the Staffing Committee, to ensure four years of stability for the staff. Cllr Al-Hamdani 	stated that by having the same person as line manager of staff and having oversight of 	staffing decisions made, resulted in poor governance, and that this was the only role within 	the Council where the same person had 	responsibility for decision-making and oversight. 	He stated that although it was too late for the standing orders to be changed at this 	meeting, he proposed that this be reviewed in time for the next annual meeting of the 	Council, and that there should be a revision to either separate the role, or to make the role 	time limited.

Cllr Beeley asked for nominations for the position of Chair of the Staffing Committee.

Cllr Sheldon proposed Cllr Phillips continue as Chair, seconded by Councillor Gaul. 
Cllr Sheldon spoke in support of Cllr Phillips, he stated they had worked together on the 	Committee for a number of years and that she had carried out the role with passion, care and 	dignity, her HR and line management knowledge was exceptional.
A vote was taken; 6 in favour, 11 against. 

 Cllr Beeley proposed Cllr Thompson as Chair, seconded by Cllr Al-Hamdani. A vote was 	taken; 11 in favour, 6 against, carried.



1692.   To appoint the Chair and Vice Chair of each Committee.
Committees with no changes to Chair and Vice Chair were voted en bloc.
Proposed Cllr Beeley, seconded Cllr Al-Hamdani, 17 in favour, carried. 

Any changes to Chair and Vice Chair were voted on separately:

 Asset Management Committee - Vice Chair Cllr Wrigley
Proposed Cllr Beeley, seconded Cllr Bishop, 17 in favour, carried. 

Environment Committee – Chair Cllr Bishop
Proposed Cllr Sheldon, seconded Cllr Al-Hamdani, 17 in favour, carried.

Traffic & Transport Committee – Vice Chair – Cllr Powell
Proposed Cllr Beeley, seconded Cllr Blackmore, 17 in favour, carried.

Appeals Committee – Chair Cllr Marland, Vice Chair Cllr Al-Hamdani
Proposed Cllr Beeley, seconded Cllr Wrigley, 17 in favour, carried.

Discipline Committee – Chair Cllr Beeley, Vice Chair Cllr Phillips
Proposed Cllr Beeley, seconded Cllr Al-Hamdani, 17 in favour, carried.

Staffing Committee – Chair Cllr Thopmson.
Proposed Cllr Beeley, seconded Cllr Al-Hamdani, 11 in favour, 6 against, carried


1693. To accept the calendar of meetings of the Council for the coming year. 
It was proposed by Cllr Beeley, seconded by Cllr Al-Hamdani and resolved that the calendar of meetings be adopted. 


1694.  To appoint representatives on outside bodies
It was proposed by Cllr Beeley, seconded by Cllr Marland and resolved that the representatives to outside bodies be established as follows:

Standards Committee (1) - Cllr Blackmore
Peak Park Parishes Forum (1) – Cllr Beeley
Millgate Arts Centre (2) – Cllrs Phillips and Thompson 
Huddersfield Canal Society (1) – Cllr Garner




1695. To appoint Representatives to Saddleworth Educational and other Charities
It was proposed by Cllr Bishop, seconded by Cllr Marland and resolved that the representatives to outside bodies be established as follows:

Hawkyard & Whitehead Educational Foundation (2) –, Cllrs Bishop, Marland
Trustees of the Rochdale United Charity (2) – Cllrs Al-Hamdani, Adamson
Armed Forces (1) – Cllr Al-Hamdani


1696.  To approve the Bank Account authorised signatories for 2026/2027
It was proposed by Cllr Al-Hamdani, seconded Cllr Sheldon and resolved to approve the authorised signatories. 

Chair: 						Cllr Beeley
Vice Chair: 					Cllr Marland
Chair of Finance Committee:		Cllr Al-Hamdani
Vice Chair of Finance Committee:		Cllr Sheldon
Chair of Assets Management:		Cllr Sheldon
Clerk to the Council:			Mrs K Allott
RFO:						Mr J Price

1676.   To approve the Accounts for Payment for April 26

Total Income £12,170.83 Total Expenditure £33,845.61
It was proposed by Cllr Al-Hamdani, seconded Cllr Sheldon, and resolved that the list of Accounts for Payment for April 26 be approved. There were no payments made in accordance with Section 137 and 139 of the Local Government Act 1972.

See Appendix 1
[bookmark: _Hlk134703172]
Date of next Annual Meeting Monday 17th May 2027 at 19.30hrs.

The Chair invited all to partake of the buffet and closed the meeting at 8.40pm. 















Appendix 1
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Appendix 2
Chair’s Speech 2026, Cllr Beeley



Despite this being my 4th year as Chairman I am still looking forward to the coming year and to once again going out and about in the community and meeting many amazing people who are quietly serving and helping in Saddleworth as well as representing Saddleworth at events in other Parishes.
It is taken as read that we shall continue to consult, involve, stand up for and support the communities and the many voluntary societies in this unique corner of the world. 
We have lots of projects which are quietly being undertaken in the background. There are some much needed changes beginning right here with the Civic Hall.  Provision of a new lift is under way and we hope to conclude the necessary paperwork to put solar panels on the roof to make the building more sustainable and climate friendly as well as reducing our running costs.  Other changes will also be made to make it a more attractive venue for the regular and occasional users. 
The long awaited Neighbourhood Plan is in its final stages and should be completed soon despite Oldham Council delaying it for 6 months.  However, policies within it are already being applied to some ongoing discussions, the main one being the Transpennine Rail Upgrade.  I am pleased that so many people have taken the time to object strongly to some of the proposals.  So much so that a public inquiry is now being held here from 9th June.  It is open to the public if you wish to come and see how a public inquiry is run you sre very welcome.
We shall continue to lobby for investment in all local communities rather than the constant wasting of money in Oldham Town Centre.  We are as entitled to have our pot holes filled in as any other area of the Borough. We shall be chasing up the investment in a new Health Centre in Saddleworth, now the only area in the Borough not to have one.  Despite many assurances no progress seems to have been made.  We shall continue to work with outside bodies such as the RSPB and the Peak District National Park and of course continue to work with and value the opinions of all our communities.  (seems a bit like the King’s speech !)
It is traditional for the Chairman to choose charities for which to raise funds during their year of office helped by the Charity Committee. Whilst I shall of course support local charities which I hope to meet during my year in office I have also chosen a charity called FAIR which funds research into auto immune conditions.  Type 1 diabetes, rheumatoid arthritis are 2 of the conditions which fall into this category.  I know the members of the Charity Committee are keen to get started and our first meeting will be on 8th June followed by our first event on 28th July which will be the Strawberry Tea.  All welcome!
Finally, my thanks go to Revd Ken McNally for agreeing to be my chaplain once again, my fellow councillors for electing me as their Chairman again and I hope for their continued support in the coming year.  My thanks also go to the Civic Hall staff and Madam Clerk Karen and Deputy Clerk Hazel for doing a sterling job in keeping the Council running in spite of having to contend with the councillors.
Thank you
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. Outgoing Chair’s Reply 2026, Cllr Bishop
To follow
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April 26 Payments

Bank Date Supplier Details Code  Amount £

07-Apr-26 EASY WEB SITES  Website Management Fee x2 - 4/26 440 62.76

09-Apr-26 ZURICH INSURANCE Insurance 25-26 - Qtr 4/4 to 31/5/26 108 1,378.11

14-Apr-26 BRITISH GAS BUSINESS Electricity - 22/2/26 - 22/3/26 302 1,037.02

14-Apr-26 SALARIES  Admin - 3/26 103 4,993.84

14-Apr-26 SALARIES  Civic  - 3/26 301 5,579.41

15-Apr-26 OMBC Rates - Cemetery 211 41.58

15-Apr-26 OMBC General Rates - Civic Hall 304 1,013.00

15-Apr-26 OMBC Refuse collection 308 274.35

17-Apr-26 BT GROUP  Phone/Internet 1/4/26 - 30/6/26 107 508.14

17-Apr-26 OMBC Pest Control 308 31.35

20-Apr-26 COMMERCE BUSINESS Copier/Printer Usage   105 102.70

20-Apr-26 WATER PLUS  Water 3/26 (to 25/3/26) 321 538.22

21-Apr-26 ASCENDANT LIFTS Annual Maintenance Contract 3/26 - 2/27 307 102.72

21-Apr-26 CAPRICORN SECURITY Martin Kemp - 6/3/26 318 570.00

21-Apr-26 CAPRICORN SECURITY Daytime Disco - 21/3/26 318 114.00

21-Apr-26 GREENFIELD PUBLISHING Monthly Advert - 4/26 441 98.40

21-Apr-26 INFINITY IT Remote Support - 2+3/26 110 40.50

21-Apr-26 INFINITY IT Ninja RMM Annual Contract 110 57.60

21-Apr-26 STAFF EXPENSES Office Coffee 169 7.25

21-Apr-26 ONE WINDOW CLEANING Civic Hall window cleaning 7/4/26 306 132.50

22-Apr-26 EDF ENERGY  Gas - 3/26 303 828.54

22-Apr-26 HMRC  Tax & NI - Admin - 3/26 103 1,763.73

22-Apr-26 HMRC  Tax & NI - Civic - 3/26 301 1,086.38

28-Apr-26 SHORROCK TRICHEM Hygiene - 3/26 316 158.14

29-Apr-26 AFORD AWARDS Spirit Of Saddleworth Trophies 490 230.94

29-Apr-26 BUCKLE J SON  Dawsons Field & Red Row grass cuts x1 4/26 433 110.00

29-Apr-26 THE GATE INN, DIGGLE Community Toilets Q1 2026-27 125 150.00

29-Apr-26 THE SWAN, DOBX  Community Toilets Q1 2026-27 125 150.00

29-Apr-26 JUNCTION INN , DENSHAW Community Toilets Q1 2026-27 125 150.00

29-Apr-26 KING BILL , G/FIELD Community Toilets Q1 2026-27 125 150.00

29-Apr-26 THE LITTLE SHOP, UPPERMILLCommunity Toilets Q1 2026-27 125 150.00

29-Apr-26 S/WORTH CRAFTS, DELPH Community Toilets Q1 2026-27 125 150.00

29-Apr-26 DAVE TALBOT-CEDAR Civic Hall Grass Cutting x2 - 3 & 4/26 307 160.00

29-Apr-26 ELCONS HR/LAW  HR/Legal Consultancy (42) - 4/26 120 121.20

29-Apr-26 STAFF EXPENSES Office Milk 169 1.85

29-Apr-26 STAFF EXPENSES Civic Ball - Ice / Milk 160 6.35

29-Apr-26 STAFF EXPENSES Picture Frame - AT Funding Award Pic Frame 307 2.50

29-Apr-26 LINK FIRE & SECURITY Var Service Contracts - Alarms / EL / Extinguishers 307 1,452.00

29-Apr-26 MBHARRINGTON  H7N Burial - 27/3/26 203 360.00

29-Apr-26 MBHARRINGTON  H1N(A) Burial -  29/4/26 203 320.00

29-Apr-26 MBHARRINGTON  Repair Lydgate Notice Board 415 102.00

29-Apr-26 MBHARRINGTON  Cemetery Contract - Grass cutting / bins (1/2) 201 3,420.00

29-Apr-26 STAFF EXPENSES Estate Mileage - 1/4/26 102 7.20

29-Apr-26 RS PLUMBING & HEATING Kitchen Gas Safety Inspection 307 350.00

29-Apr-26 SEFTONS  Payroll - 3/26 161 48.00

29-Apr-26 STAFF EXPENSES Estate Mileage - 22/4/26 102 9.45

30-Apr-26 ASCENDANT LIFTS Dumb Waiter Lift Repairs x2 307 973.42

30-Apr-26 CAPRICORN SECURITY Disco - 27/3/26 318 501.60

30-Apr-26 GMPF Pensions - Admin - 4/26 103 1,262.15

30-Apr-26 GMPF Pensions - Civic - 4/26 301 1,015.62

30-Apr-26 STAFF EXPENSES Office Coffee 169 6.99

30-Apr-26 PURE-TECH UK Water/Legionella Monitoring 3/26 307 237.00

30-Apr-26 SLCC (Soc of Local Council Clerks)Annual Subscription 2026-27 119 316.00

30-Apr-26 SP ELECTRICITY NW  Disconnection of electricity to DobX Phone Box 415 1,370.12

30-Apr-26 UPPERMILL DIY  Padlock & 5 x Spare Keys 307 40.98
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33,845.61        
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